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While	Android	Pay	might	be	the	first	thing	that	people	think	of	when	they	talk	about	NFC	apps,	there's	more	to	it	than	just	mobile	payments.	A	clever	user	can	use	NFC	tags	to	automate	a	whole	host	of	phone	functions,	such	as	passing	contacts,	silencing	your	phone,	launching	apps,	or	configuring	your	wireless	settings.	Check	out	these	nine	clever
NFC	apps	for	Android	phones.First	things	first,	though:	Android	Pay	is	Google's	NFC-powered	tap-to-pay	payment	system	available	to	Android	users	on	non-rooted	Android	4.4	phones	or	later.	Android	Pay	combines	the	ease	of	use	with	security,	sparing	you	from	fumbling	around	with	cards	or	PINs	while	ensuring	transaction	security	for	your	credit
cards	through	a	virtual	account	number.	Even	better,	you	still	retain	your	card	reward	pointsTriggerFormerly	known	as	NFC	Task	Launcher,	Trigger	is	a	powerful	Android	automation	app	that	allows	you	to	automate	numerous	tasks	and	scripts	for	your	smartphone	based	on	a	variety	of	triggers,	such	as	NFC	tags.	Creative	users	can	program	a	wide
variety	of	tasks	to	be	triggered	with	an	NFC	tag,	such	as	silencing	your	phone	when	you	tap	an	NFC	tag	on	your	nightstand,	or	turning	on	your	Wi-Fi	and	killing	your	mobile	data	when	you	tap	a	tag	at	your	doorway,	or	automatically	connecting	to	your	car's	Bluetooth.Tasker	($2.99)	+	Locale	NFC	Plugin	($1.53)	Tasker	is	another	well-regarded	Android
automation	tool.	With	the	addition	of	plugins,	such	as	the	Locale	NFC	Plugin,	users	can	use	NFC	tags	as	triggers	to	initiate	Tasker	tasks.	As	with	Trigger,	user	creativity	is	the	main	limit	to	what	you	can	do,	as	you	can	configure	a	wide	variety	of	tasks	that	you	can	trigger	with	different	NFC	tags.DIMPLE.IO	($24.99/NFC	sticker,	Free	App)	DIMPLE.IO
uses	programmable	NFC	stickers	that	you	can	attach	to	your	phone	to	effectively	give	you	4	programmable	buttons	stuck	right	onto	your	mobile	device.	Simply	attach	the	DIMPLE.IO	tags	near	your	phone's	NFC	radio,	and	you	can	then	use	the	app	to	program	the	buttons	to	do	everything	from	calling	emergency	numbers,	launching	app	shortcuts,
triggering	hardware	settings,	and	more.	The	stickers	are	a	bit	pricey,	with	single	stickers	with	four	programmable	buttons	setting	you	back	$24.99	or	$14.99	for	half-size	tags	with	two	buttons.Hitting	the	snooze	button	on	an	alarm	clock	app	is	too	easy.	In	order	for	Puzzle	Alarm	Clock	to	stop	beeping,	users	need	to	solve	a	puzzle,	or	physically	get	up
to	an	NFC	tag	or	QR	code.	The	app	comes	with	a	variety	of	random	puzzles	and	the	option	to	automatically	open	an	app	right	after	the	alarm.	To	get	even	more	of	a	start	on	the	day,	try	placing	the	NFC	tag	right	next	to	your	washroom	sink	so	you	can	get	straight	to	freshening	up	in	the	morning.Sleep	As	Android	For	something	a	bit	more	full	featured,
check	out	Sleep	As	Android,	an	excellent	sleep	cycle	tracker	and	alarm	that	uses	your	on-board	sensors	to	track	your	sleep	and	help	you	wake	up	at	just	the	right	time.	Like	Puzzle	Alarm	Clock,	users	can	set	Sleep	As	Android's	alarm	clock	to	shut	off	only	when	tapped	against	an	NFC	tag,	but	the	app	also	comes	with	a	wealth	of	extras	like	sleep
tracking	and	noise/snoring	logging,	Android	Wear	integration,	and	more.InstaWiFiSharing	your	Wi-Fi	password	with	visiting	friends	can	be	a	bit	of	a	chore,	especially	if	you're	a	fan	of	cryptographically	strong	passwords	loaded	with	symbols,	numbers	and	alternating	cases.	Enter	InstaWiFi,	an	app	that	allows	users	to	share	Wi-Fi	network	login	details
through	an	NFC	tag	or	QR	code.	Afterward,	users	can	simply	tap	their	phone	against	the	NFC	tag	or	scan	the	QR	code	to	connect	to	the	network.NFC	Tools	is	a	combination	NFC	tag	reader	and	writer,	allowing	you	to	read	technical	details	and	information	stored	in	the	tag,	as	well	as	write	information	into	non-write-protected	tags.	Users	can	save
text,	links,	details,	GPS	locations,	addresses,	configured	Bluetooth	connections	and	more.	The	addition	of	companion	app	NFC	Tasks	allows	users	to	create	automated	task	scripts	that	can	range	from	enabling	or	disabling	network	settings	and	alarms,	launching	Tasker	tasks,	configuring	wireless	networks	and	more.NFC	ReTag	Pro	($1.99)	NFC	ReTag
Pro	allows	users	to	reuse	write-protected	NFC	tags	(such	as	old	elevator	tags,	badges,	keycards,	pricetags)	by	storing	the	tag's	device	ID	and	using	that	as	a	trigger	for	a	variety	of	tasks.	NFC	ReTag	Pro	comes	with	a	variety	of	actions	that	you	can	trigger	with	a	tag,	such	as	phone	settings	(volume,	brightness,	auto-sync),	network	controls	and	an	app
or	Tasker	task	launcher,	among	other	uses.	A	neat	feature	with	NFC	ReTag	Pro	is	how	it	lets	you	program	in	tag	cycles,	with	different	tasks	for	each	scan.	Wear,	formerly	Android	Wear,	is	Google's	smartwatch	platform	that	powers	watches	from	dozens	of	manufacturers.	Some	smartwatch	manufacturers	include	great	functionality	right	out	of	the	box
with	their	default	apps,	but	you	can	turn	a	budget-priced,	bare-bones	smartwatch	into	a	powerhouse	with	the	right	smartwatch	apps.	Google's	pared-down	version	of	Google	Play	is	available	right	on	your	wrist,	which	makes	it	easy	to	discover	new	smartwatch	apps	for	your	Wear	device.	In	the	Wear	version	of	Google	Play,	you'll	find	a	list	of	popular
apps,	a	few	handy	categories,	and	even	a	list	of	apps	on	your	phone	that	have	smartwatch	versions	available.	Since	it	can	be	tough	to	sift	through	the	thousands	of	smartwatch	app	options	on	such	a	tiny	screen,	we	assembled	the	15	best	Wear	apps	to	help	increase	your	productivity,	access	important	information,	and	stay	entertained	when	you're
away	from	your	phone.	The	apps	in	this	list	are	available	for	free	from	Google	Play.	Some	of	them	have	a	premium	version	that	you	can	buy,	and	others	have	optional	in-app	purchases.	Still,	you	can	use	the	basic	version	of	each	app	without	paying	anything.	ParKing	is	a	handy	app	that	takes	the	hassle	out	of	remembering	where	you	parked	your	car.
When	you	launch	the	app	on	your	smartwatch,	all	you	do	is	tap	the	little	car	icon	to	log	where	you	parked.	When	it	comes	time	to	find	your	car,	you'll	be	able	to	zoom	in	on	a	Google	Maps	view	of	its	exact	location.	Google	Keep,	which	shows	up	on	your	Wear	smartwatch	as	Keep	Notes,	is	a	lightweight	note-taking	app	that's	available	on	a	variety	of
devices	and	via	a	web	interface.	The	version	of	Google	Keep	for	your	smartwatch	lets	you	access	your	notes	on	the	go	and	jot	down	notes	wherever	you	are.	Notes	created	on	your	watch	are	synced	to	the	cloud,	so	you	can	access	them	from	your	other	devices	later.	The	AccuWeather	app	brings	the	same	forecasts	you	can	access	on	the	web	or	your
phone	to	your	Wear	smartwatch.	You	don't	get	the	MinuteCast	information,	radar,	or	other	bells	and	whistles	because	the	information	is	pared	down	for	the	limited	screen	size	on	smartwatches.	What	you	do	get	is	a	weather	app	that's	easy	to	read	at	a	glance.	Wear	Casts	is	a	standalone	Wear	app,	meaning	it	works	independently	from	your	phone
(except	for	getting	podcasts	to	the	watch).	You	can	use	Wear	Casts	to	download	podcasts	to	your	watch,	pair	Bluetooth	earbuds,	and	listen	to	podcasts	whenever	you	want,	even	if	your	phone	isn't	within	Bluetooth	range.	Since	Wear	Casts	doesn't	require	a	constant	Bluetooth	connection	to	your	phone,	it's	easier	on	your	batteries	than	other	apps.
Amazon	has	an	official	Alexa	app	for	Android	phones,	but	it	isn't	compatible	with	Wear.	That's	where	the	third-party	app	Listens	for	Alexa	comes	in.	This	app	brings	Alexa	to	your	wrist,	and	it	includes	most	of	the	functionality	of	an	actual	Alexa	device.	You	can	even	use	this	app	to	control	any	smart	home	devices	that	you	usually	control	with	your	Echo.
Bring!	is	a	shopping	list	app	that	lets	you	create,	edit,	and	share	lists	right	from	your	smartwatch.	It	includes	a	library	of	items	with	easy-to-understand	icons,	and	you	can	add	items	to	the	list	using	your	smartwatch's	voice	transcription	functionality.	Citymapper	is	a	must-have	if	you	use	public	transit	in	one	of	the	cities	it	covers	or	you're	planning	to
visit	a	supported	city.	It	brings	a	ton	of	information	about	bus,	train,	subway,	ferry,	and	taxi	data	right	to	your	wrist.	The	downside	is	that	it's	only	available	in	a	limited	number	of	cities,	and	it's	useless	if	you	don't	live	in	any	of	them	and	don't	plan	on	visiting.	One	major	function	that	Wear	smartwatches	lack	when	compared	to	dedicated	fitness	devices
like	Fitbit	is	sleep	tracking.	There's	also	a	lack	of	sleep	tracking	apps	on	Google	Play	that	work	with	Wear	but	Sleep	as	Android	fits	the	bill	nicely.	Sleep	as	Android	includes	a	ton	of	features,	some	of	which	aren't	available	from	dedicated	fitness	devices.	For	example,	the	lucid	dreaming	mode	can	determine	when	you	enter	rapid	eye	movement	(REM)
sleep,	and	it	provides	an	auditory	cue	to	help	you	realize	you're	asleep	without	fully	waking	up.	The	only	downside	to	Sleep	as	Android	is	that	the	smartwatch	app	doesn't	work	independently	from	your	phone.	So	you	have	to	make	sure	your	phone	is	charged	up,	paired	to	your	watch,	and	nearby	when	you	go	to	sleep.	Use	the	Apps	on	Your	Phone
section	in	the	Google	Play	store	on	your	watch	to	download	this.	If	you	use	the	Google	Authenticator	app	on	your	phone,	this	app	is	a	great	accessory	to	add	to	your	arsenal.	It	provides	easy	access	to	your	authenticators	via	a	swiping	motion,	and	the	numbers	are	large	enough	that	they're	easy	to	read	even	on	small	smartwatch	screens.	The	only
downside	is	that	it	relies	on	your	phone	to	work,	so	it	can't	act	as	a	backup	for	the	authenticator	on	your	phone.	If	you're	a	whiz	at	mental	math,	having	a	calculator	on	your	wrist	might	not	have	that	much	appeal.	For	the	rest	of	us,	Google's	basic	calculator	app	is	an	awesome	answer	to	the	clunky	calculator	watches	of	the	1980s,	and	it	takes	the
headache	out	of	calculating	tips.	Many	free	and	paid	apps	provide	access	to	new	watch	faces,	but	Mr.	Time	is	at	the	top	of	the	heap.	It	includes	free	watch	faces,	premium	watch	faces	you	can	buy,	and	you	can	design	your	own.	Hole19	is	a	golf	range	finding	and	score	tracking	app	that	runs	on	your	phone.	Plus,	it	has	an	accessory	smartwatch	app	that
lets	you	access	essential	information	from	the	convenience	of	your	wrist.	If	your	local	course	is	included	in	the	more	than	40,000	courses	that	Hole19	covers,	you	can	use	both	the	smartphone	and	smartwatch	app	for	free.	There	is	a	paid	version,	but	it	primarily	provides	high-resolution	graphics	rather	than	unlocking	additional	course	information.
Despite	the	minimal	screen	space	available	on	Wear	smartwatches,	some	decent	games	are	available	for	the	platform.	Infinity	Loop	is	especially	well	suited	to	play	on	small	screens.	This	puzzle	game	uses	the	basic	mechanic	of	tapping	puzzle	pieces	to	rotate	them	until	they	form	a	pattern.	It's	easy	to	pick	up,	and	it's	basic	compared	to	the	great
smartphone	games	out	there,	but	it	is	a	nice	little	time-waster	that	you	can	play	without	pulling	out	your	phone.	There	are	many	benefits	associated	with	staying	adequately	hydrated.	Still,	most	people	have	trouble	remembering	to	take	a	few	sips	here	and	there	throughout	the	day.	Water	Drink	Reminder	is	designed	to	remind	you	to	drink	at	regular
intervals	so	that	you	take	in	an	optimal	amount	of	water,	based	on	your	height	and	weight.	It	runs	on	both	your	phone	and	smartwatch,	so	there's	less	of	a	chance	of	missing	a	reminder.	Google's	map	app	is	an	easy	sell	on	Wear.	It's	simplistic	compared	to	the	full	smartphone	app.	However,	it	makes	it	easy	to	orient	yourself	and	find	local	points	of
interest	when	you're	walking	around	on	foot.	It	also	allows	you	to	drop	a	pin	at	your	destination	and	launch	full	navigation	on	your	phone.	Thanks	for	letting	us	know!	Get	the	Latest	Tech	News	Delivered	Every	Day	Subscribe	Tell	us	why!
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